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Isuzu are ahead when its comes to recycling 

in the valleys of South Wales 

After extensive trials, Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council has selected the new Isuzu ‘Forward’ N75.190 7.5 tonne rigid, fitted with rear loading NTM refuse collection bodies, as the primary specification for its new residential recycling service in South Wales. 

Eleven Isuzu rigids, purpose-built for work in the towns of Blaenau Gwent, have now gone into service for kitchen waste and cardboard kerbside collections.  Blaenau Gwent Council is the first local authority in Wales to provide weekly waste, kitchen waste and cardboard recycling collections for all householders.

At the specific request of the Council, all eleven of the Isuzu ‘Forward’ N75.190 4x2 rigids have Isuzu’s popular ‘Easyshift’ transmission and have been specially modified including a reduced wheelbase of 2.85m. This allows the vehicles easier access to the rear entries of many of the residential properties from which waste is being collected on a daily basis.

The vehicles each have a bio kit, for the collection of food waste, asymmetric springs and vertical exhausts, whilst the NTM 4.5 cubic metre rear-loading, recycling bodies are each fitted with PM On-Board weighing equipment.

According to Neil Hughes, Transport Manager at Blaenau Gwent Council, “During the tender process, Isuzu came out on top because of their willingness to meet our specific requirements and especially concerning the wheelbase modification on these new vehicles. In addition, the Isuzu/NTM combination is much lighter than the other options we looked at, giving us an impressive payload of just over 2 tonnes. Naturally, this enables us to achieve far greater efficiency on each vehicle’s daily route.”

(Continued on page 2)

Five of the new Isuzu’s are dedicated to the collection and disposal of kitchen waste, primarily food, whilst five are working on the collection of cardboard from residential properties. The final vehicle acts as a support backup vehicle to both operations.

With an estimated working life of five years or more, the new Isuzu recycling vehicles are based at the main Blaenau Gwent Council depot in Brynmawr and are working on daily routes that cover a 35-mile radius including the Heads of the Valleys towns of Ebbw Vale, Tredegar, Abertillery and Brynmawr.

“These are the first Isuzu trucks to enter service for Blaenau Gwent Council. We worked closely with the Council’s Environment Directorate to achieve the desired specification for this dedicated recycling operation. This is just another example of how our customer CARE attitude, this time prior to a sale, that proves that we really will do the very best we can for our customers. At the same time, the proven payload of the new Isuzu ‘Forward’ range has enabled the Council to achieve greater efficiencies on its journey cycles,” said Keith Child, Marketing Director at Isuzu Truck UK.
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Isuzu – A global strength

Established almost a century ago Isuzu Motors Japan is a world leading truck manufacturer, producing over 400,000 light to medium weight commercial vehicles every year and selling to over 150 countries throughout the world. The company is also a world-leader in diesel engine technology and manufacturing, producing a massive 1.5 million diesel engines every year.

Isuzu Truck (UK) Limited was formed in 1996 and is the dedicated UK Isuzu distributor and marketing/sales operation. ITUK now employs 48 people including specialist sales staff and has a dealer network in around 60 locations nationwide. All ITUK sold products are backed by ITUK’s industry-unique, award-winning, customer service programme CARE (Customer facing, Always listening, Reliable and trustworthy, Efficient and friendly). 

About Blaenau Gwent Council

Blaenau Gwent Council is a Welsh unitary authority with a population of 68,900 in the Heads of the Valleys bordering the Brecon Beacons National Park. 
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